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David Strauss comes to the Dole Institute as Spring 2010 Dole Fellow with a resume familiar to people who have followed North Dakota politics, having served for nearly three decades in senior positions in the federal government.
Currently, Strauss serves as the Chairman of the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation Advisory Committee, a position he was appointed to by President Barack Obama on July 23, 2009.  
His time in the federal government includes four years as Deputy Chief of Staff to Vice President Al Gore. Following his work for the Vice President, Strauss was appointed by President Bill Clinton to be the head of the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation.  In that position, he was responsible for the corporation’s operations involving assets of nearly $16 billion.  During his tenure at the PBGC, he eliminated the corporation’s deficit and built a $10 billion surplus.

Prior to his service in the executive branch, Strauss served for 13 years in senior management positions in the U.S. Senate, including Staff Director for the Senate Committee on Environmental and Public Works and Chief of Staff for the late Senator Quentin Burdick (D-ND).  In a July 25, 1991 article, the Washington Post referred to Strauss as “one of the most powerful staffers in the Senate.”

In 1977, he was appointed by President Jimmy Carter as the State Director of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service. In 1975 and 1976, he served as ND Democratic-NPL party executive director, and 30 years later, from 2005 to 2009, he served as party chairman.

Strauss began his public service career working on former Governor William L. Guy’s 1974 U.S. Senate campaign. 

Strauss is a 1973 magna cum laude graduate of MSU Moorhead, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science and a Bachelor of Science degree in secondary education and political science.  In 1992, he was selected as an Eastman Kodak Congressional Fellow for the Senior Managers in Government Program at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.
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